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BROWN, Harvey William 
 
Rifleman, 3608 
1st/6th Battalion, London Regiment  
(City of London Rifles) 
Place of Birth: Great Thurlow 
Date of Death: Sunday, 30th April 1916  
Killed in Action  
Memorial: Arras 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 19 years 
 

Harvey William Brown was born at 
Great Thurlow and baptised at All 
Saints Church on 28th March 1897, 
the son of William and Laura Brown, 
nee Haylock.   
 
Laura’s parents, William and Mary, 
were born there too and, after 
marrying, moved to Withersfield 
where she, in 1867, and William, in 
1866, had both been born. 
 
 

Laura’s brother William was landlord at the Queen’s Head, Great Thurlow, (right in photo above). 

 
William was the son of Matilda Brown, a waistcoat maker and member of one of 
several Brown families in Withersfield.  William and Laura were married on 5th July 
1890 at Withersfield Church and their first two children were baptised there, Lily May 
in 1892 and Cecil William in 1895.  John began work as a farm labourer but having 
handled farm horses he became a groom, which was his work at Thurlow. 
 

Their fourth child, Jackson was born in 1900.  The growing family were then living at 
Chapel Farm, Little Wratting, on the outskirts of Haverhill, where William was 
employed as a groom and gardener.  Their last child, Donald, was born there in 
1904.  At the age of 14, Harvey was working as a compositor, presumably for the 
‘Echo’ in Haverhill, and was a member of St. Mary’s Church young men’s bible class. 
 
With war declared Harvey duly enlisted as Private No. 3608 in the 6th Battalion 
London Regiment, known as the City of London Rifles, as reported in the South 
West Suffolk Echo on 22nd May 1915.  He was sent to France on the 4th December 
1915. 
 
The 6th London Regiment was part of the 47th Division on the Western Front.  In 
March 1916 the Division relieved French troops facing the Germans at Vimy Ridge.  
The enemy occupied the higher ground with a clear view of the British front line, 
artillery positions and possible approach routes.  Corresponding German positions 



Haverhill Roll Of Honour (1914-1919) 

 Suffolk Family History Society – Haverhill Group  

were out of sight to the British.  Nevertheless, throughout March and April the British 
engaged in disruptive artillery fire and regular trench raids.  The fighting also went 
underground, with both sides digging tunnels and blowing mines.  This intensified the 
fighting on the surface as each side tried to gain control of the resulting craters.  
 
Battalion war diaries tell us: 
‘30th - During the day the enemy's artillery was very active again, throwing barrages 
over all our communications trenches and Zouave Valley. At 7 pm the enemy 
exploded two mines on the front of or centre coy. They were situated on the left of 
New Cut Crater making almost a complete barrier across the front of our centre coy. 
Two very big craters were formed with very big mounds on the near side. Most of the 
front line trench of the centre coy was again more or less obliterated. SAP B6 was 
entirely overwhelmed. The enemy opened a most violent artillery bombardment, 
barraging the whole position. He also opened a heavy rifle fire on our line and the 
craters to which our men replied effectively in spite of the violent bombardment. Our 
artillery almost immediately got an effective barrage on the enemy's line 
Trench mortars, minenwerfer and rifle grenades were also active on both sides. 
After about an hour the fire ceased and we were able to take stock of the situation. 
Our losses had been considerable, both from the mines and the artillery fire, but they 
would have been considerably worse had we not expected the presence of the 
mines and so lightened the garrison in the line in the affected area..… During the 
night and early morning all was quiet". 
 
Harvey was killed during this action on 30th April 1916. The South West Suffolk 
Echo reported his death on 1st July.  
  

‘Official information has been received that Rifleman Harvey Brown, No 
3608, 6th Batt, London Regt., late of Haverhill was killed in action on 
30th April last.’  

 
Vimy Ridge was eventually captured almost a year later. 
 

 
Rifleman Harvey 
Brown is 
remembered with 
honour on the Arras 
Memorial.  His 
name is also 
recorded on the 
memorial plaque in 
St Mary’s Church to 
the men of the bible 
class who fell in the 
Great War.  
 

 Arras Memorial photo 
courtesy of CWGC 
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Harvey was awarded the Victory and British Medals and the 1915 Star.  His father 
William received a request from London to authorise delivery of these medals, dated 
22nd September, 1920, by which time he was living at 7 Waveney Terrace, in 
Haverhill.  William’s cousin, David Brown, the son of his Uncle Eli, had succeeded 
him at Chapel Farm. 
 

 


